
 

 
 

 

 
 

Workplace is pleased to launch the third iteration of Reflections, a series of exhibitions focussing on the 
practice of women identifying artists working within a particular medium. Following from Part 1 and Part 2 
which looked at the fields of painting and the moving image respectively, this exhibition brings together 
five sculptors whose work is constructed around a particular interest in systems of support, complex 
structures and unconventional sculptural materials.  
 
The artists in this exhibition both respond to and react against a gendered history of sculpture. From the 
gravity-defying structures of Hsi-Nong Huang, to the organic and anthropomorphic forms of Zhang Ruyi 
and Patricia Ayres, to the absurd and ambiguous objects of Olivia Bax and post-industrial sculptures of 
Nicola Ellis, the exhibition explores the wide range of ideas and approaches that are contributing to 
sculpture now.  
 
In Reflections: Part 3 visitors are confronted with objects sitting on plinths, hanging on the wall and resting 
on the floor, each made out of atypical materials ranging from newspaper pulp to military straps and 
concrete. Individually, and in conversation with one another, these works address persistent sculptural 
concerns such as balance, materiality, process and the relationship between the work, the space and the 
viewer, whilst also reflecting their maker’s personal histories. 
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Olivia Bax, Burrow, 2021, steel, polystyrene, cardboard, foam, 
newspaper, UV resistant PVA, household paint, epoxy clay. ©the artist 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Patricia Ayres (b. New York) lives and works in New York USA. She completed a BFA at Brooklyn 
College, City University of New York, Brooklyn and an MFA in Sculpture from Hunter College, City 
University of New York. She has exhibited internationally with recent solo exhibitions including Bound at 
Matthew Brown Gallery, Los Angeles. Recent group shows include This Basic Asymmetry at The Museum 
of Contemporary Art, Santa Barbara; and Safe Word at Fragment Gallery, Moscow. 
 
Olivia Bax (b. Singapore) lives and works in London, UK. She completed an BA (Hons) in Fine Art at Byam 
Shaw School of Art, London and an MFA in Sculpture from The Slade School of Fine Art, University 
College London in 2016. She has exhibited across the UK and internationally with her most recent solo 
exhibitions in 2022 being; Home Range, Holtermann Fine Art, London; and Spill at L21 Gallery, Palma de 
Mallorca. She has also been a part of several group shows including most recently Right About Now at 
Arts Council Collection, London; and On the Other Hand at Brooke Benington, London. 
 
Nicola Ellis (b. 1987 in St Helens, UK) lives and works in Manchester, UK. She completed a BA (Hons) in 
Fine Art at The University of Central Lancashire and an MA in Fine Art at Manchester School of Art in 
2010. She has exhibited across the UK and internationally with her most recent solo show being No Gaps 
in The Line at Castlefield Gallery, Manchester. Recent group exhibitions also include Not Painting at 
Copperfield Gallery, London; Peripheral Memories, Palazzo Costanzi, Trieste and Leggy MK II at 
Middlesbrough Art weekender, Middlesbrough. She is a member of Para-lab Manchester; a collaborative 
group of artists and material scientists. 
 
Hsi-Nong Huang (b. Taipei, TW) lives and works in London, UK. She completed a BA (Hons) in Fine Art at 
Chelsea College of Arts and an MA in Sculpture from Royal College of Art. She has exhibited both in the 
UK and China with recent group exhibitions including Systems We Have, New Art Projects, London; and 
Open house, Studio Voltaire, London. She is currently the recipient of Samuel Ross Black British & POC 
Artist Grants, 2021 and was selected for the first ever Claudia Rankine Award, 2019, and is currently a 
studio artist at Studio Voltaire, London. 
 
Zhang Ruyi (b.1985 in Shanghai, CN) lives and works in Shanghai, CH. She graduated with an BA in 2007 
and an MFA in Synthesized Materials in 2012 both from The Fine Art College of Shanghai University. She 
has exhibited extensively across China, Hong Kong, North America and the UK with her most recent solo 
show being Decoration: Building Debris, Sifang Art Museum, Shanghai. She has also been a part of 
multiple group shows including, ON/OFF 2021 Carousel of progress, HE Art Museum, Guangdong, and 
Metal, Wood, Water, Fire and Earth, Pace Gallery, Palo Alto. 
 
 
Workplace is a contemporary art gallery, based in London, UK. 
 
Workplace was founded in Gateshead in 2005 by Miles Thurlow and Paul Moss, with a second space in 
London between 2013-18. In 2020, Workplace relocated to London permanently, opening a gallery in the 
city's West End, followed by a second space in London's East End in 2021. 
 
Before moving to the capital, the gallery set up a charitable foundation in Newcastle to leave a legacy in 
the North East of England. Committed to ideas of diversity and community, the ethos of the Foundation 
runs through the gallery, with a continued wish to represent the work of artists whose practices reflect the 
multiplicity of voices that constitute our society today. Workplace continues to promote, engage and 
champion artists working across media and at different career stages, through a program of exhibitions, 
events and art fair participation. 
 
For all press inquiries please contact: press@workplace.art 
For all sales inquiries please contact: sales@workplace.art 


